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228. INTERVIEW TO "THE NATAL MERCURT-"*
[durban,
December 29, 1913}
[gandhiji:] The effect of the Indian Congress resolutions
which we have received certainly strengthens our position, because
the Congress has given its powerful and unanimous support, and it
has expressed entire approval of our prayer that Indian interests
should be represented on the Commission* I can therefore only
hope that, what with the Congress's support, and what with the
efforts that are being made by influential European friends today
to induce the Government to concede our prayer—which has been
hailed by the whole South African Press as being just in itself—
that this prayer will be granted by the Government
Unless we have a satisfactory reply in reference to our prayer,
it will not be possible for us to take any part in the Commission;
but just now, at the request of friends who have intervened, and in
view of the fact that I am still in telegraphic communication with
the Government, we have decided not to proceed with the contem-
plated march to Pretoria on January 1, but that we shall wait
until we know that we have left no stone unturned to arrive at an
honourable settlement, and that there is no hope of such a settlement
being concluded. For the present, the march is only suspended;
but all the evidence I am receiving day by day forces the gravity
of the situation on my attention. I see poor men are already
making preparations, and people who go and tell them that the
march is not to be proceeded with on January 1 are not even be-
lieved, I am therefore endeavouring to circulate a leaflet2 signed
1	Gandhiji was interviewed by a representative of The Natd Mercury about
the effect of the Indian National Congress resolutions on the South African
question* These resolutions, adopted at the Karachi session, December 26-28,
protested against the treatment still meted out to Indians in South Africa,
declared that the people of the British dominions which refused Indians the
rights of British citizens should be ineligible for appointments in India, and
demanded the abolition of indentured labour.
2	This is not available.

